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LOYALHANNA UNITED PLAYS
AT NEW SOCCER PARK

- Loyalhanna United Soccer Club began in November 1998 with a
vision to improve the soccer programs available to youth players in
eastern Westmoreland County. Scveral small clubs from Derry, Ligo-
nier and Latrobe offered in-house/recreational soccer programs but
limited programs for older players, travel soccer and higher level
training.

Loyalhanna United Soccer Uub joined PA West Soccer in the fall
of 1999 with two Sunday travcl tcams, Thesc tecams practiced and
played home games at The Rotary Community Park in Youngstown,
PA. Over the years the field usage at Rotary Park increased due to the
addition of local school programs and the tenfold increase in Loyal-
hanna United Soccer Club’s membership. This created a field use and
scheduling challenge that many communities across the country have
experienced.

The need for a soccer specific site in the arca was clear. Board
members have been networking with community leaders, founda-
tions, and local corporations since the late 90’s in an effort to develop
soccer ficlds. In 2001 a potential site was discovered and the club
moved forward in securtng the rights to the land for soccer field
development.

In the summer of 2003, major site work began at a reclaimed stone
quarry in Youngstown, PA. The plan included constructing four fields
using off site soil and turf type grass varieties preferred by soccer
players. The fields can be lined to any size appropriate for U-10, U-
11, U-12, hlgh school, and USSF specifications. Due to the typical
fall and spring weather in western Pennsylvania, the fields are
crowned and have surface drains to quickly remove rainwater.

Loyalhanma United Soccer Club introduced the fields fo over 350
visitors from the community at a grand opening ceremony on August

- 22,2004, Seven PA West Soccer travel teams, fifty-four PA West Soc-
cer in-house players and two adult teams now use the fields for prac-
lices and games. In the spring of 2005, we anticipate that thirteen
travel teams, seventy-five PA West Soccer in-house players and two
adult teams will call Loyalhanna Soccer Park their home.

The Loyalhanna Soccer Club looks forward to seeing visiting teams

at the Loyalhanna Soccer Park in upcoming seasons.
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